James 1
James 1:1-8

Read 1:1-8 about 2-3 times, so that you’re somewhat familiar with the content of the passage.  Developing endurance is a big part of the Christian journey.  Look at v.2-4.

1) How have troubles tested your faith in the past? __________________________________________________________________

2) How has your endurance grown through it? __________________________________________________________________

3) In what ways are you becoming perfect and complete, needing nothing? __________________________________________________________________

4) What do you still struggle with needing?  Does God have permission to take away anything? __________________________________________________________________

Read v.5-8.  God’s generosity in providing wisdom for life is the running theme here.

1) How do we get godly wisdom? __________________________________________________________________

2) What should our attitude be in asking? Is this the way it usually is for us? What does James say about those kinds of requests? __________________________________________________________________

3) We will never be perfect in our hearts as we ask for wisdom, but we should be challenging ourselves to approach God with a greater attitude of surrender each time.  Give an example of a time in the recent past where you had to ask God for wisdom.  What happened?  What was the result? __________________________________________________________________

James 1:9-18

Read v.9-11

1) How does God honor poor believers? __________________________________________________________________
2) How does God treat the rich? __________________________________________________________________

3) What does this say about our perspective on money? Practically speaking, what would you change? __________________________________________________________________

Read v.12-15
1) James now deals with temptation.  What is the “crown of life”? __________________________________________________________________

2) Does God tempt?  Where does temptation come from? __________________________________________________________________

3) Would you agree with this in your own life? __________________________________________________________________

Read v.16-18.  These verses can seem a little confusing, but they are still on the topic of temptation.

1) What do you think is the point behind them? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2) In the contrast of things that are “good and perfect” vs. things that “change” or are like “shifting shadows”, what is James talking about?  (Think temptation) __________________________________________________________________
James 1:19-27.  These verses deal with what it means to be obedient to God, or essentially what it means to live surrendered lives.
1) Verse 19 is the main point here.  Rephrase in your own words. __________________________________________________________________

2) How does human anger not produce righteousness?  Think about what getting angry means at the heart-level.  Why do we get angry?  What does it say about God? __________________________________________________________________
3) Anger is equated with filth and evil (v.21).  How does this make sense? __________________________________________________________________

4) What does filth and evil block us from accepting? __________________________________________________________________

5) What needs to follow listening to God’s words? (v.22) __________________________________________________________________
6) What do God’s words have the power to do? (v.25) __________________________________________________________________

7) And how does God respond to obedience? (v.25) __________________________________________________________________

8) In v.26-27, a real relationship with God is seen tangibly in the way we related to others.  Who are people in our own lives who are down and out, and who need us to be God’s hands and feet in their lives?  What are you doing about it? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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